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It is no doubt that we are living in an increasingly digitalized world. Seemingly ubiquitous, 

digitalization has significantly influenced our way of life and thinking. The rapid development and 

widespread application of digital technology has also stimulated the growth of scholarship. 

Amongst them, digital humanities is a relatively new discipline that lies at the intersection of 

computer technology and the humanities. By applying digital tools and technology to the 

traditional discipline of the humanities, digital humanities is an interdisciplinary and even 

transdisciplinary field that aims to advance our understanding of humanities as well as digital 

technology. 

Digital Humanities: Knowledge and Critique in a Digital Age by David M. Berry and Anders 

Fagerjord is another work that joins the academic exploration of this nascent discipline. This 

slender and massively sourced volume outlines the history, eruptions, and epistemic contexts in 

which this burgeoning field has sprung. Berry and Anders point out that the digital humanities 

give us powerful theories, methods and tools for exploring new ways of being in a digital age. 

They provide a compelling guide by exploring the history, intellectual work, key arguments, and 

ideas of this emerging discipline. They also offer an important critique, suggesting ways in which 

the humanities can be enriched through computing as well as how cultural critique can transform 

the digital humanities. 

Drawing on research in the fields of media and communications, digital media, sociology, 

informatics, and the humanities more broadly, this volume starts with an introductory chapter that 

offers an overview of this book. Barry and Fagerjord then take readers on an impressive voyage 

of the history, development, ways of thinking, infrastructures, methods, tools, and critical thinking 

of digital humanities. In chapter two “Genealogies of the Digital Humanities,” the authors 

delineate the origin, history, and development of this discipline. They also acknowledgement the 

contradictions and contentions, and multiple definitions that surrounds this discipline. Chapter 3 

and chapter 4 examine the epistemology of digital humanities. In Chapter 3 “Computational 

Thinking,” fully aware of the interdisciplinary nature of digital humanities, the authors provide an 
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example that attests to such nature rather than simply offering the algorithms. They also 

acknowledge the constructive role of programming language while pointing out that other 

approaches to humanities are also welcome. Following the discussion of algorithms, Chapter 4, 

titled “Knowledge Representation and Archives,” offers a quick view of the questions brought by 

and the practices related to the representation of knowledge. The fifth Chapter “Research 

Infrastructures” examines the significance of research infrastructures in supporting digital 

humanities and the conditions of possibility for widening humanities scholarship. The authors call 

for thinking about research infrastructure not only as material to be stored and preserved but also 

as a process that helps the transformation of primary sources and the generation of new forms of 

scholarship. Also, throughout this chapter, the authors suggest that research infrastructure not 

only exist in physical forms—libraries, labs, research centers—but also in virtual, hybrid forms, thus 

acknowledging the multi-dimension and development of research infrastructure. As the chapter 

title “Digital Methods and Tools” suggests, Chapter 6 focuses on the specific methods and 

approaches that are used to collect digital data in the discipline. The authors also argue that the 

scope of digital methods can be broadened by incorporating other approaches, such as software 

studies and the study of works that are not digitized but created digitally.  The seventh chapter 

“Digital Scholarship and Interface Criticism” looks into the question of the interface from a broad 

perspective, thinking about how to display, publish the results of digital humanities research. 

Supported by several examples, the authors contend that the understanding of the concept of the 

interface should go beyond simplistic thinking. Threading all the intersecting concerns in previous 

chapters, the final chapter “Towards a Critical Digital Humanities” summarizes the possible future 

directions for the digital humanities by relating it to the notion of critical digital humanities and 

the social, cultural, economic and political questions of recontextualization of the digital 

humanities in a social field. Raising a set of questions, this chapter emphasizes again and expands 

the scope for critical reflexivity. 

The strength of this book lies in its sustained call for critical and dialectical thinking in 

understanding digital humanities. The field has been criticized for privileging techniques, such as 

technical tools and methods while neglecting the more traditional humanistic perspective. 

Throughout the volume, the authors have demonstrated a clear awareness of the hybrid or 

interdisciplinary nature of this discipline and always urge the importance of broadening the 

understanding and scope of digital humanities. Overall, Digital Humanities effectively 

demonstrates the computational way of doing humanities research. This volume has documented 

how digital humanities has grown and developed, mapped its challenges, and proposed new 

approaches of reconfiguring research and teaching to safeguard critical and rational thought in a 

digital age. In so doing, this book serves as a helpful guide for anyone who wants to have a basic 

understanding of digital humanities. Of course, the questions it raises and the suggestions it offers 

are also generative for future research.  
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